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Upper Left, Goethe's House; Upper Right, The Gutenberg Monument;  Lower, The

Romer.

now begins. In 1763 he inspected the postal
service throughout the colonies, travelling
i,600 m. in the course of the year. In the
-election of members of the Assembly, October,
$764, lie was defeated; but he was shortly
chosen agent to present to the crown the peti-
tion of the colony for a change of government.
He reached London in December, to find Par-
liament, under the lead of Grenville and
Charles Townshend, about to accept the
Stamp Act. A resolution against the proposed
act had been passed by the Pennsylvania As-
sembly before Franklin left; and he now rem-
onstrated against the act. The remonstrance
was useless, and on March 2 ad the Stamp Act
received the royal assent by commission.

Franklin, at the request of Grenville suggested
his friend John Hughes as stamp distributor
for Pennsylvania. The recommendation was
one of the few political blunders of Franklin's
long career, and was later the occasion of bitter
denunciation on the part of his enemies. But
the forceable nullification of the Stamp Act
by the colonists soon undeceived both Franklin
and the ministry. In February, 1766, he was
examined at the bar of the House of Commons
in regard to the situation in America; and his
bold and adroit answers, shortly published,
made a deep impression.
In 1768 he was appointed colonial agent for
Georgia, in 1769 for New Jersey, and in 1770
for Massachusetts. In 1772 several letters